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Academic Affairs Committee Minutes  
Tuesday, January 22 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm 

B135 Lathrop Hall  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present: Adey Assefa (First Wave); Susan Cook (Music); Shuxing Fan (Theatre and Drama); Barbara Gerloff (School of Education); 
Sherry Wagner-Henry (Bolz Center for Arts Administration) 
Division of the Arts: John Baldacchino, Kate Hewson, Marina Kelly, Heather Owens, Sarah Chapeau 
 
 
 

Item Follow-Up 

Welcome & Agenda Review 
  

 

Departmental Updates & News 
• Arts Business Competition deadline March 1, final Thursday, April 25. 
• New undergrad T&D certificate 16 credit -- approval in process for next 

fall, structured with many different emphases, in future will be available 
to returning students. (This option is hidden in the proposal form -- 
“open to undergrads only (preferred)”).  

• The Studio Creative Arts Community: Faisal away this spring, Carolyn 
Kallenborn stepping in as Interim faculty director and will be teaching 
the seminar class.  

• New dean in School of Business: Dean Vallabh Sambamurthy  

Share T&D certificate info with rest 
of committee for sharing of best 
practices (Shuxing) 
 
Explore looking at all certificates in 
the arts and how they’re structured 
to inform units wanting to start their 
own (Kate) 

First Wave Scholars Program 
Founded in 2007 by Willie Ney (retired 2017), the First Wave Hip Hop and 
Urban Arts Scholarship Program annually offers 4-5 year scholarships to 15 
students. Their artistic practice must be informed by hip-hop. The program has 
3 pillars: Art-Academics-Activism. Students must participate in a summer bridge 
program, live in The Studio during their first year, participate in a FIG, and 
present work as part of Line Breaks. Otherwise, they can major in any subject.  
The program did not bring in a new cohort during the 18-19 academic year, but 
will restart this fall. The break provided by this hiatus was used to clarify the 
administrative structure surrounding the program and to look at putting in place 
the academic structure past the first year to ensure scholars come out with 
certain skills, including entrepreneurship skills like creating artistic resumes. 
They are looking at additional anchor courses. First Wave is looking for ways to 
connect students across campus and to partner with departments, there are 
plans for a faculty advisory board. New positions (including director) are in the 
pipeline.  
 
Academic Affairs committee members are invested in this program and want to 
be involved. Information is critical for being able to speak to higher ups. There 
is a lot of support that could benefit First Wave on this campus.   

 
Follow up with department folks who 
have been involved in past advisory 
groups about First Wave (Adey) 



 
Program Updates 

• IARP (Marina) 
o Current IARP Rashaad Newsome updates 

Teaching first class this Friday: Gesture of Collage (a conceptual method for 
moving through genres). 17 students, 6 are First Wave, room for 3 more.  
In addition to final event on April 18, there will be a public event with Flexdancer 
Hitmakerchinx on March 1 https://iarp.wisc.edu/event/03-01-2019/ 
Other guest artists will just be in class, some will Skype. Rashaad might curate 
or present as part of Wisconsin Film Festival, and might be involved in Line 
Breaks. 
 

o Fall 2019 IARP Carrie Hanson planning visit February 26-28 
Wednesday February 27th Welcome Reception at U Club 9-11am 
Will perform FLOW at WUT in January 2020 
Reach out to students from Stuart Flack’s class. Invite her up in the summer for 
the Bolz Summer Retreat 
 

• Recruitment (Kate & Marina) 
o Targeted recruitment event support 

$2,200 remaining 
 

o Scholarships 
Art/Design/Dance/Music/Theatre & Drama contact Keith Brown at OSFA to 
access the scholarship funds.  
 

o Recruitment summit 
Friday February 22, 9am-12pm, Wisconsin Idea Room 
 

• Summer Courses (Kate & Sherry) 
o Creative Placemaking 

Offering a professional development workshop this summer with plan to re-offer 
the for-credit version in summer 2020.  Have applied for CBL grant from 
Morgridge.  
 

• Arts collaborations with the Year of the Environment (Heather) 
DotA working with Nelson on Arts & Environmental collaborations, this is an 
area of specialization for Heather 
50th anniversary of Nelson and Earth Day in 2020 
Core working group meeting followed by community meeting in february 
Calendar of all events, not just those organized by Nelson Inst.  
 
  

Still have room for 3 students in 
Rashaad’s class, starting this Friday 
 
Adey will get in touch about involving 
Rashaad in Line Breaks 
 
If you would like to connect with 
Carrie Hanson during her planning 
visit, let Marina know. 
 
Reach out to students from Stuart’s 
class for Carrie’s residency. (Marina)  
 
Send out Recruitment Summit 
registration & recruitment funds links 
(Kate) 
 
Let Heather know of any potential 
arts/environmental collaborations  
 
Let Sherry know if you’d like her to 
do an info session on the ACE 
Leadership master’s in your 
department  

Business 
·       MS Arts and Creative Enterprise Leadership – update (Sherry) 
This is a 4+1 masters, still in the approval process. Students will study for 1 
year after completing their bachelors and will receive their masters. Primary 
Targets: Arts and creative majors and BBA students at UW. Start early 

Susan will put Sherry in contact with 
Alicia Lee in Music 
 
Have Sherry present on ACE 
Leadership at Council on Academic 
Advising (Adey) 



 
admissions this spring, tap juniors to make sure they get the right classes their 
last year.  
2 tracks: 1) Starting your own venture (Arts and Social Enterprise) and 2) 
Leadership  
Sherry has been doing a lot of market research. Talked to BBA students, focus 
group with creative majors that work with the Union, 400 surveys, met with BBA 
students through business fraternity. Going to work with L & S and First Wave 
and Theatre & Drama.  She plans not to have GRE/GMAT requirement for the 
program. Committee suggests working with the grad school.  
Could come in to Council on Academic Advising (Adey is co-chair)  -- will invite 
SWH to talk to them this spring 
Put out an email on advisorlink email list -- okay to put this out and say 
“pending approval” -- Kate H can put this out 
 
Do it as an MS or retool the old MA in Arts Administration? It will be easier with 
MA to get it through, but might be an issue with % of course change. 
 
  

 
Get in touch with Grad School staff 
Amy Kuether, Director of Academic 
Services, amy.kuether@wisc.edu 
and  
 
Associate Dean Lisa Martin, 
lisa.martin@wisc.edu (Sherry) 
 

Sherry send Kate H info to put 
out on advisorlink email list 
 

Discussion and Wrap-Up  
 

  
Next meeting scheduled:  Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
 

  


